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GOLDEN AGE 


Award-winning student film stars an unlikely cast 
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JusTIN GIOVANNETTI 


After attending Concordia’s 2010 student film festival, 
Pascal Plante says he was disappointed by the negative 
way his peers portrayed the elderly. He set out to film a 
more lighthearted view of seniors. 

“I remember sitting there and thinking, “That’s not at 
all how I see the elderly. Many of them around me seem 
to be having a blast. So I got the idea to make a musical,” 
says Plante, a third-year student in the Mel Hoppenheim 
School of Cinema. 

Plante’s film, La fleur de ’age, was presented with Con- 
cordia’s highest film honour, the Mel Hoppenheim Award 
for Outstanding Overall Achievement in Film Production. 
The honour was bestowed at the school’s annual awards 
ceremony on May 5, and the film was featured at the 2011 
student film festival. 

“It was an impossible project,’ says Louise Lamarre, 
Plante’s professor. “On paper, no one believed that it could 
be done.” His proposal involved a cast of non-professional 
elderly performers, singing and dancing in a seven-min- 
ute choreographed production. 

Despite warnings from his professors and other 


™, 


students that the film, only his second as a student, would 
be difficult, Plante persevered. It took a while to find a lo- 
cation that would work, one with a staff willing to switch 
from working in a seniors residence to a film set. 


WE DON’T FALL IN LOVE 
WITH FILMS THROUGH DRAMAS 
OR OTHER INTELLECTUALLY 
HEAVY FILMS, WE FALL IN LOVE 
WITH LIGHTER FARE. 


PASCAL PLANTE 


Shot over three days in a Longueuil retirement home 
on Montreal’s South Shore. the film is “dense and cqgm- 
plex,” according to Plante. 
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NO EXCUSES, 
NO LIMITS 


“When I first presented my script in class, eyebrows 
around the room were pretty high,” says Plante. “It was a 
really ambitious project. 

“People were trying to discourage me, not because of 
the screenplay, but because of the logistics and how hard 
it would be to create that musical. In the script, there were 
24 actors required and I wanted to use non-professionals.” 
Plante had his prospective cast go through an audition 
process, even taking photos of potential participants and 
reviewing them with his classmates. The average age on 
the set was more than 80. The oldest cast member was 96 
years old. 

Hailing from a musical family (his father is an opera 
singer, and his brother wrote the score for the movie), 
Plante sought to balance the sounds and images in a pro- 
gram that he considers visually obsessed. “We don't fall 
in love with films through dramas or other intellectually 
heavy films, we fall in love with lighter fare,” says Plante. 

With 20 hands behind the camera, Plante’s organiza- 
tion helped set his movie apart from the others coming 
out of Concordia. “His first cut was almost the final cut,” 
says Lamarre. “Somehow he got it done.” 

A teaser of Plante’s film is at vimeo.com/23511030. 
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20TH ANNUAL ALUMNI 


| CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Contributions to university recognized by Concordia Alumni Association 


For the 20th year, the Concordia University Alumni Association (CUAA) honours those who have made significant contributions 
to campus life and enhanced the university’s reputation in the broader community. This year’s honorands are: | 


HUMBERTO SANTOS AWARD OF MERIT 
Rosalind H. Wolfe 

Rosalind H. (Roz) Wolfe is the Senior Officer Communica- 
tions and Advocacy at the Canadian Consulate General in 
Los Angeles, where she’s enjoyed a long and successful career 
promoting Canadian film and culture. 

Wolfe earned a BA from Concordia (after starting at 
Sir George Williams University) in 1975 and an MA from 
Carleton University in Ottawa in 1976. In 1981 she was re- 
cruited as Public Affairs Officer to the Canadian Consulate 
General in Los Angeles. By 2008, she had advanced to her 
current position, which includes responsibilities to develop 
and implement all the communications strategies and media 
relations for the consulate in Los Angeles and the satellite 
offices in San Diego and Phoenix, as well as New Mexico and 
Nevada. 

Among her many duties, Wolfe is responsible for organiz- 
ing events to celebrate Canadian nominees for the annual 
Academy and Emmy Awards. In 2004, she received the Depu- 
ty Minister's Award acknowledging her work with the media. 


OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 


ALUMNUS/A OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Jameson Jones-Doyle 


Gina Cody 


Gina Cody is president and principal shareholder of 
Construction Control Inc., a Toronto-based firm of con- 
sulting engineers and building scientists. Cody earned a 
BSc in structural engineering at Aryamehr University of 
Technology in her native Iran in 1978. At Concordia, she 
completed a master’s degree in 1981 and a doctorate in 
Building Engineering in 1989. She joined the Ontario Min- 
istry of Municipal Affairs and Housing in 1986. Shortly 
afterwards, she became a partner in Construction Control 
Inc. and was named its president in 2004. In 2010, Profit 
magazine named Cody one of Canada’s Top Women Entre- 
preneurs and cited Construction Control Inc. as the ninth 
most profitable company in Canada owned by a woman. 

She recently won the Ontario Volunteer Service Award, 
the Certificate of Fellowship from Engineer Canada, the 
Canadian Standards Association Award of Merit and the 
2010 Professional Engineers Ontario Order of Honour at 
the Officer level. 


BENOIT PELLAND DISTINGUISHED | 
SERVICE AWARD 

Paul M. Levesque 

Paul M. Levesque has exhibited remarkable commitment 
to Concordia and amateur sport. Paul earned a BA in 
1957 from Loyola College, one of Concordia’s founding 
institutions, and skied for its varsity team. He competed 
with the Canadian bobsled team that captured gold at 
the 1962 Commonwealth Games and at several interna- 
tional competitions over the next four years. Levesque 
fielded, coached and competed for Canada’s inaugural 
Olympic luge teams at the 1968 Winter Olympics. 

He received the Canadian Centennial Medal from the 
Governor General of Canada in 1967 and the John F. 
Kennedy Sports Memorial Medal from the United States 
Amateur Athletic Union the following year. He was in- 
ducted into the Concordia University Sports Hall of 
Fame in 1983. 

Levesque is currently senior advisor to the interna- 
tional investment banking firm Coady Diemar Partners. 
In 1977, he launched and remains chairman of the 
Canadian Association of New York’s Annual Hockey 
Achievement Award Dinner and is a founding member 
of the CUAA’s New York Chapter. 


Jameson Jones-Doyle has already left an indelible mark on 
Concordia as a student and volunteer. The Montreal mative 
earned a BA in psychology, with a minor in business, from 
Concordia in 2008 and is now pursuing an MSc in Admin- 
istration at the university’s John Molson School of Business 
(JMSB). He is also founder and president of BioBalance. 

In 2009-10, among many achievements, Jones-Doyle 
served as a Graduate Career Ambassador with the JMSB's 
Career Management Services, for which he was named 
Ambassador of the Year. He also received an Outstand- 
ing Contribution Award from the Concordia Council on 
Student Life, the Brian T. Counihan Scholarship for Out- 
standing Contribution to Student Life and the Ann Kerby 
Scholarship for Students with Disabilities. 

Jones-Doyle’s extensive volunteerism includes serving 
with the Centre for International Sustainable Development 
Law at McGill University, coaching minor hockey and de- 
livering motivational presentations for Canada’s Stuttering 
Association. 
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AWARDS BANQUET 


MBA ALUMNUS/A OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Jean-Marc Trottier 

Jean-Marc Trottier is a leader in the aviation manage- 
ment field. Trottier is president of the Ottawa-based 
aviation company Relations Solutions International and 
executive vice-president of Aviation Strategies Interna- 
tional, an aviation consulting firm based in Montreal. 

Trottier holds a certificate from the Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes Commerciales in Montreal and graduated from 
Concordia’s Global Aviation MBA program in 2002. He 
taught transportation policy at McGill University, and 
earned a certificate in Studies on International Terror- 
ism from University of St. Andrews in Scotland. 

He co-developed the Airport Management Profession- 
al Accreditation Programme for the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) and Airports Council 
International. He also worked on the Aviation Security 
Training Professional Management Program for the 
ICAO and Concordia and has delivered the programs 
in many countries and online. In 2008, with a group of 
graduates from Concordia and other universities, Trot- 
tier created the World Aviation MBA Association. 


OUTSTANDING FACULTY/STAFF AWARD 
Frank Chalk 

Frank Chalk is a Concordia professor of history and di- 
rector of the Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human 
Rights Studies. He earned a PhD from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and began teaching at Sir George 
Williams University, one of Concordia’s founding insti- 
tutions, in 1964. 

Chalk’s research interests include the role of radio 
broadcasting in the incitement and prevention of geno- 
cide, genocide and international law, modern American 
foreign policy, and the history of Africa. His publications 
include The History and Sociology of Genocide: Analyses 
and Case Studies (with Kurt Jonassohn) and Mobilizing 
the Will to Intervene: Leadership to Prevent Mass Atroci- 
ties (with retired lieutenant general Roméo Dallaire, Kyle 
Matthews, Carla Barqueiro and Simon Doyle). He is cur- 
rently writing a book on radio broadcasting and genocide, 
and papers on the United Kingdom Genocide Act of 1969 
and American foreign policy and genocide prevention. 

In 2000-01, Chalk served as a Fellow of the Center for 
Advanced Holocaust Studies of the United States Holo- 
caust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC. 


ALUMNI AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

IN TEACHING 

Steven High 

Steven High is a professor and Canada Research Chair 
in Public History at Concordia. High co-directs Concor- 
dia’s groundbreaking Centre for Oral History and Digital 
Storytelling and is building Canada’s first state-of-the-art 
oral history research laboratory, making Concordia the 
country’s foremost centre in the field. The lab provides 
a vibrant research space for technological and method- 
ological experimentation and collaboration. 

He is also the principal researcher of the Montreal 
Life Stories project, which conducts and compiles in- 
terviews with Montrealers displaced by war, genocide 
and other human-rights violations. The project, involv- 
ing community partners and researchers across a range 
of disciplines, integrates these interviews into animated 
film, online digital stories, radio programming, live per- 
formance, art and pedagogical resources. 

High earned a PhD from the University of Ottawa and 
arrived at Concordia in 2005. He is especially interested 
in how oral history relates to sudden transformative eco- 
nomic change, such as mill closings. 


HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD 

Rita Le de Santis 

Rita Lc de Santis is a partner at Davies Ward Phillips 
& Vineberg LLP in several divisions, specializing in in- 
ternational law. She has accompanied clients on trade 
missions to Africa and advised the International Finance 
Corporation of the World Bank. 

In 2009, she was named by the Women’s Executive 
Network as one of Canada’s Most Powerful Women, was 
recognized in The Best Lawyers in Canada and was re- 
peatedly recommended as a leading practitioner in the 
area of property development in Lexpert. 

De Santis holds a BSc in Biochemistry and a Bachelor 
of Civil Law from McGill University. She has volunteered 
for several community organizations and boards, in- 
cluding the Canadian Italian Business and Professional 
Association, St. Mary’s Hospital Center, Investissement 
Québec and the Business Development Bank of Canada. 
De Santis has been a member of Concordia’s Board of 
Governors since 1999, serving as vice-chair from 2005 
to 2009. 


TRIBUTE TO Henri P. Habib 

Henri P. Habib is a renowned Middle East scholar who 
has been associated with Concordia’s Department of Po- 
litical Science for more than,50 years. 

Habib received his PhD from McGill University and 
began teaching at Loyola College in 1960. He founded the 
Department of Political Science a year later and served as 
its chair for nearly 25 years. He retired in 1997 but contin- 
ues to teach at universities in Montreal and Ottawa. 

Habib received the John W. O’Brien Distinguished 
Teaching Award in 1985 and an Honorary Life Member- 
ship Award from the CUAA in 1991. He was named a 
Concordia Distinguished Professor Emeritus in 1999. 

He was a long-serving member of Concordia’s Board of 
Governors and is now a Governor Emeritus. He has three 
endowment funds named in his honour at Concordia, in- 
cluding one that supports the Henri Habib Distinguished 
Lecture Series on Peace, Conflict and Global Politics. 
Habib was instrumental in establishing the Global Forum 
on International Cooperation, to challenge Concordia 
students to “adopt greater concern for their world.” 
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ANNE WHITELAW DISCOVERS 


YOU CAN COME HOME AGAIN . 


gi 
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New professor looks at the history of visual culture in Canada 


The Art Gallery of Ontario's Georgia Ridley Gallery features Canadian works dating from 1867 to 1918. | FR 


~ Subs 


Below: Anne Whitelaw at the May 10 symposium on the volume she recently edited. | 


BEVERLY AKERMAN 


For Anne Whitelaw, appointed last May as associate pro- 
fessor of Canadian art history, returning to Concordia 
proves you can go home again. She laughs as she describes 
what it’s like to move back temporarily into her parents’ 
Beaconsfield home. Whitelaw will spend the summer 
writing in Edmonton, and return to Montreal for the fall 


term. 


Whitelaw received her undergraduate degree in art his- 
tory at Concordia in 1987, did her MA in the same field 
(University of Essex, 1989), and came back to Concordia 
to complete a PhD in Communication (1996). There was 
a “foment and ferment” to art history in the 1980s, but 
Whitelaw “wasn’t interested in studying person Y or paint- 
ing X.” Instead, she wanted to consider museums and their 
role in the formation of nationhood. 

Whitelaw is grateful her desire to write a dissertation on 
these “cultural institutions as frames 
through which we come to know the 
works of art” was understood and ac- 
cepted by her Concordia supervisors. It 
was a way of looking at art history then 
very much outside the mainstream. 

The peripatetic life of an academic 
continued with a stint as associate pro- 
fessor in the Department of Art and 
Design at the University of Alberta. 
There she taught the history of visual 
culture in Canada, theories of muse- 
ums and exhibitions, and the history of 
advertising. But she kept returning to 
Montreal, layering each new achieve- 
ment like fine oils on canvas. 

“Quebec has always funded culture 
quite actively, but other provinces 
haven’t always viewed culture in the 


same light,” she says; she was intrigued by these differ- 
ences. The book she will tackle this summer is about the 
relationship between western Canadian art galleries and 
Ottawa-based institutions such as the Canada Council for 
the Arts and the National Gallery of Canada. In the 1920s, 
the National Gallery established a practice of sending cir- 
culating exhibitions on loan to the West. “But at a certain 
point,” Whitelaw explains, “Western institutions became 
annoyed about others exerting control over what they 
would get to see. They responded by creating their own 
institutions. Western Canada is its own kind of political 
beast.” 

It was while working on the history of the Art Gallery 
of Alberta (formerly the Edmonton Art Gallery) that 
Whitelaw discovered another major research interest: the 
role of volunteer women’s committees at art museums. 
Whitelaw realized a large chunk of EAG purchases were 
financed by the Women’s Society; this labour needs to be 
understood and studied, she says. The women’s groups 
didn’t choose the works of art themselves. Instead, they 
“simply gave the money they raised to curators.” The sole 
exception was the Art Gallery of Ontario where “very 
powerful, well-connected women were buying contem- 
porary Canadian, American, and British art.” In homage 
to their contribution to the development of Canadian 
culture, Whitelaw has a black and white photo of 1960s 
Toronto art mavens Jeanne Parkin, Ayala Zacks and Marie 
Fleming, outside her office door. 


The Visual Arts in Canada: The Twentieth 
Century edited by Anne Whitelaw, 
Brian Foss, and Sandra Paikowsky 
(Oxford University Press, 2010) 


The recently released definitive survey book on 
Canadian visual art has a strong connection to 
Concordia. Not surprising since the university 
houses the Gail and Stephen A. Jarislowsky Institute 
for Studies in Canadian Art. 

One of the book’s editors, Sandra Paikowsky, re- 
tired from Concordia’s art history department in 
2010, but continues to maintain offices as publisher 
of the Journal of Canadian Art History. Brian Foss 
was a professor in the department and Associate 
Dean, Academic and Student Affairs, before leaving 
Concordia to take a position at Carleton Univer- 
sity in 2009 and Anne Whitelaw has recently joined 
Concordia’s Faculty. 

Whitelaw is extraordinarily proud of the volume’s 
20 essays newly commissioned from the country’s 
eading art history scholars. Among them were 
‘three others with Concordia connections. Both Jo- 
yanne Sloan and Martha Langford teach art history, 
while Francois-Marc Gagnon heads the Jarislowsky 
Institute. 


CONCORDIA ALLOWED 
ME TO RESEARCH CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS AS FRAMES 
THROUGH WHICH WE 
COME TO KNOW THE 


WORKS OF ART. 


ANNE WHITELAW 


Most histories of Canadian art focus primarily 
on painting, Whitelaw explains, but this book also 
considers many other media, including sculpture, 
:onceptual, performance and installation art, video, 
jesign and photography. Art by women creators is 
ilso featured, “but not as being exceptional. Women 
ire simply included, just as they should be.” Chap- 
ers on Inuit and First Nations art also add to the 
y00k’s “incredible breadth.” The art historians in- 
-luded were approached for the diversity of their 
ityles and perspectives. 

The opening chapter on art institutions, written 
vy Whitelaw herself, introduces the founding art 
zalleries, societies and artist-run centres in Cana- 
ja’s major cities, institutions that were established 
he country’s visual arts culture. Whitelaw describes 
he founding of the National Gallery of Canada and 
Royal Canadian Academy in 1880, followed several 
jecades later by civic art galleries in Toronto, Win- 
1ipeg, Edmonton and Vancouver. The exhibition 
ind collecting policies of these institutions and the 
culture of artist-run centres, art magazines and cul- 
ural policy, played a central role in “defining and 
‘e-defining what can be described as ‘Canadian art,” 
vrites Whitelaw. 

Whitelaw considers this book especially use- 
ul for teaching, in order to expose students to 
nyriad ways of thinking about art history that she 
alls essential. The 185 colour illustrations include 
1ousehold names like Alex Colville along with lesser 
cnown but equally significant artists such as Victo- 
ia Mamngugsualuk. With its extensive index and a 
.2-page appendix listing museums, galleries, artist- 
‘un centres and related institutions country-wide, 
Che Visual Arts in Canada: The Twentieth Century 
s on-track to becoming the definitive resource for 
Zanadian art of its era. 
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HE GETS DOWN 
WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM HIS FRIENDS 


Breakdancer extraordinaire Luca (Lazylegz) Pe 


gets support from former teacher Brent Pearce 


Russ COOPER 


When breakdancer Luca (Lazylegz) Patuelli was looking 
for ways to promote a fundraiser for his inspirational 
breakdance crew, he turned to his marketing background 
from the John Molson School of Business (JMSB). 

Last fall, Patuelli approached his former teacher and 
friend Brent Pearce, a marketing lecturer at the JMSB, 
for ideas to promote and raise funds for his ILL-Abili- 
ties crew, a group of five breakdancers from around the 
world whose members each have a physical disability. 

Patuelli, who was born with a rare disorder that re- 
stricts bone and muscle development, was planning 
a spring tour to visit schools and organizations across 


| NEVER CEASE TO 
BE AMAZED AT THE 
INGENUITY AND 
ENTHUSIASM OF 
TODAY’S STUDENTS. 


BRENT PEARCE 


Quebec and Ontario with the goal of dispelling miscon- 
ceptions about physical limitations with the message of 
“No Excuses, No Limits.” 

The tour culminates in a fundraising show May 15 at 
Club Soda (1225 St-Laurent Blvd). 

It needs to be a big one. Patuelli estimates the total 
price for the tour will be roughly $50,000. 

To raise the funds, Pearce offered the help of six stu- 
dents from his winter Direct Response Marketing class. 
As part of their curriculum, the students helped Patuelli 
promote the event through word of mouth, social media 
tools, flyers and wearing by T-shirts around campus. 

With the guidance of Patuelli’s former classmate Marc 
Phelps, the students even raised $1,000 at an ILL-Abil- 
ities pre-fundraiser Bowling for Bboys at Montreal's 
Forum Sports Bar in March. 

“IT never cease to be amazed by the ingenuity and 
enthusiasm of today’s students and their eagerness to 
support societal causes,” says Pearce. “It’s very gratifying 
to be able to help in any way I can.” 

The collaboration builds on a friendship that began in 
Pearce’s fall 2008 Direct Response Marketing class, one 
Patuelli took before graduating with a Bachelor of Com- 
merce in 2009. 

Patuelli says among his many great teachers at the 
JMSB he has always admired Pearce’s “personable nature 
and willingness to help.” 

The feeling is mutual, says Pearce. “If Luca wants me 
to help in any way, I will always be there for him. How 
could I ever say no to someone as inspiring as him?” 
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ORKSHOPS ON SOCIAL 


From May 24 to 27, the Department of Political Science is hosting 
six workshops on social science research that will provide training 
in both qualitative and quantitative research methodology. 

On May 24 and 25, William Craig Meddaugh of Rice University 
will present on Computers and Content Analysis; and Thomas J. 
Scotto of University of Essex will discuss Data Analysis with STA- 
TA. On May 25, Focus Groups and Semi-Structured Interviews in 
Theory and Practice will be presented by Sébastien Dallaire of Léger 


Marketing. 


On May 26 and 27, Latent Class Analysis: An Introduction 
and Some Recent Advances will be presented by by Allan L. Mc- 
Cutcheon, University of Nebraska at Lincoln; Jeff Gill, Washington 
University, will discuss Multilevel Models for the Social Sciences; 
and Structural Equation and Latent Growth Curve Models will be 
given by Harold D. Clarke, University of Texas at Dallas and Uni- 


versity of Essex. 


WHAT'S ON 


Register before May 20 at politicalscience.concordia.ca/wssr. 


CONFERENCE ON 


On May 30 and 31, the John Molson School of Business 
will host the 10th International Conference on Gover- 
nance. Previously held in cities across Europe and North 
America, this event has been providing a forum for schol- 
ars interested in corporate governance since 2002. 

The conference is a collaboration between the Law- 
rence Bloomberg Chair in Accountancy, the Institute 
for the Governance of Public and Private Organizations, 
the RBC Professorship in Responsible Organizations, 
the Office of the Vice-President, Research and Gradu- 
ate Studies, the CGA Professorship in Strategic Financial 
Information from HEC-Montréal, and the Financial and 
Organisational Information Chair at UQAM. The con- 
ference will be chaired by professor Michel Magnan of 
the JMSB. Please see the website for more information 
and registration: www.aaig-asso.com/cig201 1. 


RESERVE A PLACE ON THE 


STAGE FOR CONVOCATION 


Registration now open and ongoing until June 3 


Concordia staff and faculty with degrees 
are invited to register for a seat on the 
Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier stage during the 
June 2011 convocation ceremonies. 


The graduating classes and honorands 
for Concordia’s June 2011 convocation 
ceremonies are as follows: 


Monday, June 20 

Faculty of Arts and Science 

10 a.m. 

Installation of L. Jacques Ménard, 
Chairman of BMO Nesbitt Burns and 
President of BMO Financial Group, 
as Chancellor . 


Etudes frangaises 

History 

Humanities 

Interdisciplinary Studies 

Philosophy 

Political Science 

Religion 

School of Community and Public Affairs 
Sociology and Anthropology 
Theological Studies 


3 p.m. 
The Right Honourable Beverley 
McLachlin, P.C., Chief Justice of Canada 


Applied Human Sciences 
Communication Studies 
Economics 

Education 

English 

Journalism 


journal 


Tel: 514-848-2424, ext. 4183 

Fax: 514-848-3383 

Email: cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca 

ISSN 1185-3689 

Publications Mail Agreement No. 40042804 


Social Sciences 

Liberal Arts College / Western Society 
and Culture 

Simone de Beauvoir Institute and 

Women’s Studies 


7 p.m. 

Rémi Quirion, Vice-Dean, Life Sciences 
and Strategic Initiatives for McGill Uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Medicine 


Biology 

Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Exercise Science 

Geography, Planning and Environment 
Mathematics and Statistics 

Physics 

Psychology 


Tuesday, June 21 

John Molson School 

of Business 

10 a.m. 

Corinne Charette, Chief Information 
Officer, Government of Canada 


Doctor of/Doctorate in Philosophy 
Administration 

Business Administration 

Master of/Magisteriate in Science 
Administration 

All Graduate Diplomas 

All Graduate Certificates 

Bachelor of/Baccalaureate in Commerce 
Accountancy 
International Business 
Marketing 


Return undeliverable Canadian 

addresses to: Concordia journal, 

GM-606, 1455 De Maisonneuve Biyd. W., 
Montreal QC, H3G 1M8 

The Concordia fournal is published during 
the academic year by Concordia’s University 
Communications Services. Video 


3 p.m. 

Monique F. Leroux, Chair of the Board, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Desjardins Group 


Master of/Magisteriate in Business 
Administration 

Bachelor of/Baccalaureate in 
Administration 

Administration 

Bachelor of/Baccalaureate in Commerce 

Decision Sciences and Management 
Information Systems 

Economics 

Finance 

Management 


Wednesday, June 22 

Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science 

10 a.m. 

Steve Wozniak, Co-Founder of Apple 
Computer, Inc. and philanthropist 
All programs 


Editor: Karen Herland 
Senior Writer: Russ Cooper 


Christopher Alleyne 


Online content: me 


Audio Photos 


The premiere of the film Margaret & Evergon, 
directed by Donald Winkler, will be screened at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 25, at the J. A. De 
Séve Cinema, 1400 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W. 

In 1999, the celebrated Montreal photogra- 
pher Evergon, who teaches photography in the 
Department of Studio Arts, took a remarkable 
series of nude portraits of his own mother, at 
age 80. The film Margaret & Evergon sets out to 
explore what lay behind those images, uncover- 
ing in the process a poignant family history, a 
woman’s determination to be her own person, 
and a unique and inspiring relationship between 
mother and son. 

Margaret Lunt and Evergon will be present for 
the screening of the 45-minute film. 


Faculty of Fine Arts 
3 p.m. 

Theo Jansen, sculptor 
All programs 


All the ceremonies will be held at Place 
des Arts, Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. 


In order to confirm your attendance for 
stage seating, you must complete the on- 
line registration form at http://concordia. 
dmilne.com. Once submitted, you will 
receive an email confirming your seat on 
stage, your academic regalia and further 
information about the ceremonies, The 
deadline to register is Friday, June 3. 


Please note that seating on stage is 
limited. 


For more information about convoca- 
tion: http://registrar.concordia.ca/convo/ 
dates. html 


Printed with vegetable-dye-based inks 
on 100% recycled content paper. 
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SytvAiIn-facques DESJARDINS 

As people face a terminal illness and are confined to a 
hospital or hospice bed, music can contribute to im- 
proving their quality of life. North American health-care 
professionals have increasingly recognized the benefits of 
music therapy in palliative care, since end-of-life treat- 
ment is designed to meet the psychosocial, physical and 
spiritual needs of patients. 

Sandi Curtis, a music therapy professor in the Con- 
cordia Department of Creative Arts Therapies, has 
published a new study on the topic in the journal Music 
and Medicine. 

“Our study showed how music therapy was effective in 
enhancing pain relief, comfort, relaxation, mood, confi- 
dence, resilience, life quality and well-being in patients,” 
she explains, noting her project has since been reprised in 
two Australian pediatric wards. 
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THE COMFORTING 
POWER OF MUSIC 


Palliative care patients benefit from music therapy 


Her findings are based on a unique collaboration be- 
tween university music therapy students, musicians from 
a professional symphony orchestra and a hospital pal- 
liative care ward. “This project combined the talents and 
interests of violinists, violists and cellists with those of 
advanced student music therapists,” she adds. 

“Student music therapists had an invaluable opportu- 
nity to make music with professional-calibre musicians,” 
says Curtis, who is vice-president of the American Music 
Therapy Association. “Symphony musicians had an op- 
portunity to experience the transformative powers of 
music in a non-performance setting, and palliative care 
patients had access to music therapy services.” 

As part of the three-year study, Curtis divided un- 
dergraduates and musicians into pairs supervised by an 
accredited music therapist. The 371 participating pallia- 
tive care patients were men and women between the ages 
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Sandi Curtis (playing drum at left), a professor in the Department of Creative Arts Therapies, studies how music therapy improves 


lives, | courRresy oF SAND! CURTIS 


of 18 and 101. All patients had a terminal illness, most 
with a cancer diagnosis. 

Participants were seen for a single music therapy ses- 
sion, which lasted from 15 to 60 minutes. Interventions 
were designed to address four areas — pain relief, relax- 
ation, mood and quality of life. 

Three palliative care patients were so comforted by the 
experience that their families requested music therapy 
teams return to play soft music as they died. “On two 
other occasions, because of the strong relationship estab- 
lished in prior music therapy sessions, the music therapy 
team was asked to perform at the patients’ funerals,’ Cur- 
tis notes. 
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Curtis is currently studying how music therapy can 
help women and children who are survivors of violence. 

Concordia’s Department of Creative Arts Therapies 
offers the only Quebec music therapy program and 
Canada’s only master’s degree in music therapy. The 
department also offers a Graduate Certificate in Music 
Therapy for students without previous music therapy 
training. 

The Department of Creative Arts Therapies will host 
two major conferences in Montreal in May 2012: Avant- 
Garde, the Canadian Association for Music Therapy’s 
38th Conference, and the International Conference on 
Gender, Health and Creative Arts Therapies. 


ENGINEERING 


STUDENTS BY 
LAND AND SEA 


The Concordia chapter of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers delivers 


The Concordia chapter of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers (SAE) built a ve- 
hicle capable of handling road and water 
for a series of competitions across North 
America. The off-road vehicle was built 
by a team of graduating students, many 
of whom had never participated in such 
competitions. Their vehicle broke the top 
10 out of more than 80 competitors for 
both water maneuverability and accel- 
eration at the SAE’s Collegiate Design 
Series in Birmingham, Alabama recently. 

Relying on sponsorship from a number 
of local businesses, the team will compete 
in further events in May and June. 
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TENSIONS BETWEEN 
THE OLD AND NEW 


PhD graduate in religion Steven Lapidus looks 


into the Hasidic community 


Two Hasidic boys walk down a street in Montreal's Outremont neighbourhood. “In Montreal, Parc Avenue is the Atlantic Ocean. Mile 
End is more multi-ethnic, more forgiving, than Outremont,” says Lapidus. | cousTesy STEVEN Lapipus 


Russ Cooper 


Take a good look down St-Viateur Street in Montreal’s 
Mile End and Outremont neighbourhoods any day, and 
note the pronounced juxtaposition of the Hasidic Jewish 
population with the rest of the community. 

It’s unmistakable and intentional. 

Steven Lapidus, who has lived in the neighbourhood 
for more than 20 years, is interested in the self-imposed 
social isolation of Montreal’s Hasidic population and the 
tensions that arise between neighbours. 

Lapidus, who completed his PhD at Concordia’s De- 
partment of Religion in April, studied the way the North 
American Hasidim have transmitted traditional knowl- 
edge and practices from their pre-emigration home 
to a modern society since coming to North America 


raduate can take time to devel 


Some of the work that earned Pavitra Wickramasinghe a Clau- 
dine and Stephen Bronfman Fellowship in Contemporary Art. 


following the Holocaust. 

“Prior to modern times, about the 19th century, all 
Jews were just traditional. They acted as Orthodox Jews, 
but they didn’t label themselves that way,” says Lapidus. 
“Orthodoxy as a social movement was born as a response 
to modernity” 

Among the Hasidim, he says, past events and tradition- 
al lessons are frequently recast as moral examples, not 
historically accurate portrayals, in an effort to maintain 
traditional Jewish culture. Represented in an idealized 
way, these lessons are fashioned to meet contemporary 
needs. 

“They adhere to strict dietary restrictions and dress in 
the style of 16th- and 17th-century Polish nobility. It’s 
fascinating because the Hasidim live a socially isolated, 
anti-modern existence in the heart of North American 


KAREN HERLAND 


Pavitra Wickramasinghe is the second Concordia fine arts 
graduate to receive the Claudine and Stephen Bronfman 
Fellowship in Contemporary Art. The scholarship, given 
each year to one postgraduate from Concordia and one 
from the Université du Québec 4 Montréal (UQAM), of- 
fers Wickramasinghe $55,000 over the next two years to 
pursue research, creation and teaching opportunities and 
to develop her professional practice. 

“It’s really an incredible opportunity,” says Wickrama- 
singhe in response to the fellowship. “There’s a certain 
momentum that develops in the MFA program where 
youre working a lot and experimenting a lot. It will be 
great not to lose that momentum.” 

The Sri Lankan-born artist structures much of her 
multidisciplinary work through the desire to take things 
apart and put them back together, revealing the compo- 
nent parts and seams in her process and product. 

At the May 11 event announcing the fellowship 


on History, Memory, and Jewish Identity, organized by 
Concordia's Department of Religion. | comcorpia UNIVERSITY 


metropolises,” says Lapidus. 

He finds it interesting that while the community re- 
jects most of modernity (“They still love its technology, 
its medicine,” says Lapidus), it is its ideologies of individ- 
ualism, personal freedom, and liberty that are the things 
permitting the Hasidim to thrive. 

“What’s even more fascinating is how a closed, rather 
restrictive society can double in size every 15 to 20 years 
and has a retention rate of 97 per cent.” 

Lapidus says that this protective way of living is of- 
ten misconstrued as imposition and sometimes leads to 
strain between neighbours. 

“As a tradition, Judaism is, to a certain extent, separat- 
ist,” says Lapidus, “but the social isolationism is about the 
pursuit of a communal goal in the internal society, not 
about negation of an outside society. 

“I understand why neighbours have trouble accepting 
Hasidic social distance, but it’s not personal. It’s about 


communal survival.” 
MONTREAL'S HASIDIC 


9 7 % COMMUNITY. 


FEDERATION COMBINED JEWISH APPEAL 


RETENTION RATE OF 


Lapidus recently presented his research at a sympo- 
sium on History, Memory, and Jewish Identity organized 
by Concordia’s Department of Religion. The conference 
welcomed noteworthy scholars in Jewish studies. It was 
held May 9 to 11 at Samuel Bronfman House. 


ANNOUNCED 


recipients Concordia’s dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
Catherine Wild, described Wickramasinghe’s site-specific 
installations, which create a three-dimensional play of 
light and shadow with two-dimensional projections. “Pa- 
vitra fabricates sculptural surfaces that both embody and 
catch projected images, creating a sense of wonder where 
rationality is suspended.” 

Wickramasinghe studied at the Alberta College of Art 
and Design before coming to Concordia. She has exhib- 
ited in Europe as well as several Canadian cities. 

Currently working as an artist-in-residence at La 
Chambre Blanche in Quebec City, Wickramasinghe will 
use the fellowship to further work she began within her 
thesis project. 

Claudine and Stephen Bronfman attended the pre- 
sentation of the 2011 fellowships, created through their 
Family Foundation in December 2009. UQAM recipi- 
ent Aude Moreau attended, along with UQAM’s dean of 
the Faculty of Arts, Louise Poissant, and rector Claude 
Corbo. 


